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Pepe ORITAL 


One Reason for Our Lack of 


Enthusiasm for the Councils 


The spectacle of church leaders from the iron 
curtain countries being welcomed at the Evans- 
ton assembly of the World Council and given 
places of responsibility in its work, the tour 
of Soviet churchmen under National Council 
sponsorship are some of the reasons why many 
Southern Presbyterians lack confidence in these 
organizations under their present leadership. 


Hungarian refugees denounced all five Hun- 


garian delegates to the WCC as collaborators 
of the Communists and specifically accused 
Bishop Peter, the leading representative in the 
delegation, of being in the employ of the de- 
tested secret police. Information was laid be- 
fore a Congressional committee to the effect 
that Bishop Peter had lured his brother-in-law 
from Cairo to Budapest, where he was then 
executed. 


In spite of all of these things came a report 
from the WCC’s section on social questions ex- 
pressing confidence that church leaders who 
cooperate with Communist regimes are loval to 
Christ. 


The spontaneous action of the Hungarians 
when Nagy had his few days of power in oust- 
ing despised collaborators from places of re- 
ligious leadership shows how fallacious WCC 
thinking was. 


There are signs that it is at last being realized 
by some of the council leaders that you cannot 
do business with any Communists whatsoever, 
even with those who wear clerical garb. The 
lesson is being learned terribly late. The effort 
to establish a wider and wider front for the 
WCC has cost this organization dearly. 


It does not make for respect to be guilty 
of fatuous thinking. And that, to state it in 
the kindest possible way, is exactly what the 
Council leaders have been guilty of in their 
eager desire to draw the Red religionists into 
the Council deliberations. —R. S. 
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Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow 


In reading D’Aubigny’s History of the Refor- 
mation — a most interesting and rewarding 
book — one is struck by the spontaneity with 
which reaction to Romish superstition broke 
out over all Europe at the same time. It be- 
comes very clear that although God had chosen 
Luther to lead, it was God and not Luther 
who awakened the people from their medieval 
slumbers. 


A century before, Huss had preached the gos- 
pel and a few people responded; but there was 
no wide-spread enthusiasm, and was 
treacherously executed. Fifty years before Huss, 
Wycliffe in England preached the gospel and 
met with some evident success; but opposition 
increased as he grew old, and when he died, 
his movement collapsed. 


In contrast with these somewhat localized ef- 
forts largely under the stimulus of one man, 
when Luther sounded the trumpet of justifica- 
tion by faith, he found that nearly everywhere 
people had been thinking the same thoughts. 
Zwingli was beginning to preach in Zurich; 
the sister of the King of France had learned 
of grace; there were stirrings again in England 
— no thanks to Henry VIII; the memory ot 
Huss still lingered in Bohemia; somebody in 
Hungary had read the Scriptures; and even 


in Italy, in addition to the Waldensians, there 


were now longings and aspirations. This does 
not detract from Luther’s greatness; he was the 
leader; but the Reformation was the work of 
God, not of Luther. 


Will God do anything like this for us today? 
May we hope for a great outpouring of grace? 


At various times faithful servants of the Lord 
have arisen to call men to repentance. Their 
work has not been in vain, for some people 
have always responded. Jonathan Edwards and 
George Whitefield, to mention evangelists of 


an earlier day, saw the results of their labors. 


But the results did not outlast their own lives. 
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There was no widespread, spontaneous out- 
break of true religion. Are today’s efforts also 
locally restricted to the efforts of one man, or 
is there evidence of God’s working indepen- 
dently in many hearts? 


Sober judgment forces us to admit that there 
is little evidence of any great reformation; and 
yet on a smaller scale and within a narrower 
area there seem to be independent effects of 
God’s power. Two instances, in fact. 


_ First, the Southern Presbyterian Church de- 
cisively defeated a merger that would have 
greatly diminished its testimony to the gospel. 
This was not the work of any one man or any 
small group. To be sure, there was a small 
group opposed to union from the beginning; 
but their highest expectations were to carry 
one fourth of the Presbyteries. When to the 
amazement of everyone, union was defeated by 
a majority vote, when ministers and elders who 
had no connection with the smaller group 
voted against union, the hand of God was dis- 
cernible above the hands of men. It was a 
spontaneous and independent awakening. 


Now, second, the proposal to ordain women 
has been defeated. This action was even more 
spontaneous and independent. No group was 
organized to defeat it. Possibly a group should 
have been so organized, but it was not. The 
result was produced by the desire of widely 
scattered individuals to obey the commands of 
God. The Scriptures plainly forbid the ordina- 
tion of women, and the majority decided that 
the church should obey. 


This action may be thought to be inconse- 
quential; this does not have the conventional 
trappings of a revival; but obedience. to God 
is never a trivial matter. On the contrary, this 
spontaneous resolve to conduct ecclesiastical af- 
fairs in accordance with God’s explicit com- 
mands may be the herald of greater obedience 
to come. And if so, one may in faith expect, 
perhaps not a world-wide or even a nation-wide 
reformation, but one may in faith expect God's 
rich blessing to be poured out on the Southern 
Presbyterian Church in the days to come. 


—G.H.C. 


A Needed Perspective 


Life should be lived in the light of eternity. 
For the unbeliever this is impossible; for the 
Christian it is often forgotten. How can such 


a perspective be arrived at and how can it 
be maintained? | | 


Life should be lived in the light of a past 
event. The greatest event of all history is that 
which took place on the cross of Calvary. When 
the Christ of Calvary becomes our Saviour then 
time and eternity assume their proper places 
in our thinking, planning and living and this 
tremendous event becomes the focus of our 
changed lives. 


Life should also be lived in the light of a 
present fact. It is not enough to accept Christ 
as Saviour from sin for He must also become 
the Lord of our lives. One of the tragedies of 
contemporary life is that so many who name 
the name of Christ show so little evidence of 
being new creatures in Him. This comes from 
accepting Christ as a theological concept but 
failing to admit Him into the heart as the Lord 
of daily living. 


Life must also be lived in the light of coming 
judgment. For the Christian this judgment is 
past, having been executed on the Cross of 
Calvary. But for all others its certainty is a 
matter of paramount import. Hell and judg- 
ment are no longer popular subjects but they 
are realities and because they are, Christ died 
for sinners. 


In this need for living in a right perspective 
to time and eternity we find Christ at the 
heart of the answer, His Cross the center of 
its power and His living presence the pledge 
of its everlasting hope. 

—L.N.B. 


Sky-Pie 


Anon there echoes the fling of scornful de- 
rision at the Church and Christianity: “Pie in 
the sky bye and bye.” Enough truth lies in 
the solecism to invite study. When either des- 
perate need of hungry men, or stark material- 
ism, meets a caricature of the Faith, or thinks 
to judge Christianity’s true nature by its be- 
trayal on the part of “nominal” Christians, one 
can but sympathize on the one hand, and decry 
fake Christianity, on the other. Yet either ma- 
levolence or plain ignorance lies at the base of 
the criticism of the pie. 


Now it is true that the Scripture advises: 
“. . . therewith to be content.” It is also 
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true that Christianity has been the greatest in- 
centive to enterprise, the chiefest lever of bene- 
ficence, the major reliever of human ills, the 
greatest comforter of sad hearts. Does one quote: 
“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon 


earth?” Add, does the same person, to be sim- 
ply consistent, play down capitalism and forego 
all attempts at saving money for a rainy day, 
or refuse to make attractive investment? Does 
he reflect on the fact that capitalism has been 
the fount out of which sweet charity has filled 
its cup of blessing, and from which beneficence 
has replenished its cornucopia? | 


History and experience combine to show that 
“Godliness is profitable unto all things, having 
promise of the life that now is and of that 
which is to come.” It is possible that those sym- 
pathetic with the sky-pie taunt, have not re- 
flected upon the fact that honesty, integrity 
and fair dealing, while not by any means limited 
to Christianity, are, in Christianity absolute. 
And again do such folk know that the bases of 
society and government, along with security and 
peace, are most consonant with revealed re- 
ligion? Facts indeed show that it is not true 
Christianity that can be charged with the sky- 
pie doctrine. In no small measure is it due 
to our holy Faith, the gift of God, that there 


is any pie at all, anywhere! And Christianity > 


is abundantly worth all that it costs the Chris- 
tian, and that even if there were no beyond, or, 
supposititiously, even if Hell were the end of 
the believer! That Christianity has the greater 
treasure in the promise regarding the life which 
is to come, simply makes the Christian religion 
the more desirable, if not indeed in such light, 
altogether necessary. Therefore, all this and 
heaven too, is not to be lightly despised. 


The unspeakable value of Christianity to all 
men, directly and indirectly, is seen in the other 
quotation: “If in this life only, we have hope 
in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.” 
This is the great point. Christianity does not 
deny, but the rather distinctly affirms, that here 
is pie indeed, — and all-important. But what 
if one gets all here, and loses that! Yes, so 
great, so glorious, so unspeakable, according to 
the Christian revelation, is the future, that the 
very best which this life affords is neglible by 
contrast. Men may not believe this; but their 
unbelief cannot nullify the fact. 


Say then that Christianity does not prevent 
calamity, — say also that Christianity was given 
to a world already in calamity. Say that Chris- 
tianity does not prevent disease, — say also that 
under its aegis, that which has been done for 
disease, has been done. Say that Christianity 
does not obviate thievery, — say in addition, 
that where real Christianity is actually embraced, 
there are no thieves. | 


—R.F.G. 
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A Famous “Unwritten Letter” 


Editor’s Note: 
This is published for its humor. It ts not 
in any sense a direct or indirect criticism of 
any board or agency of our church. But it 
does serve to remind us how easy it ts for 
us to misunderstand and underrate our 
Christian brethren. 


Rev. Saul Paul 
Independent Missionary 
Corinth, Greece 


Dear Mr. Paul: 


We recently received an application from 
you for service under our board. 


It is our policy to be as frank and open- 
minded as possible with all our applicants. 
We have made an exhaustive survey of your 
case. To be plain, we are surprised that you 
have been able to “pass” as a bona-fide mis- 
sionary. 


We are told that you are afflicted with a 
severe eye-trouble. This is certain to be an 
insuperable handicap to an effective ministry. 
Our Board requires 20-20 vision. 


At Antioch, we learn, you opposed Dr. Simon 
Peter, an esteemed denominational secretary, and 
actually rebuked him publicly. You stirred up 
so much trouble at Antioch that a special 
Board meeting had to be convened in Jerusa- 
lem. We cannot condone such actions. 


Do you think it seemly for a missionary to 
do part-time secular work? We hear that you 
are making tents on the side. In a letter to 
the church at Philippi, you admitted that they 
were the only church supporting you. We won- 
der why. 


Is it true that you have a jail record? Certain 
brethren report that you did two years time 
at Caesarea and were imprisoned at Rome. 


You made so much trouble for the business 
men at Ephesus that they refer to you as “the 
man who turned the world upside down.” Sen- 
sationalism has no place in missions. We also 
deplore the lurid ‘“Over-the-wall-in-a-basket”’ 
episode at Damascus. 


We are appalled at your obvious lack of con- 
ciliatory behaviour. Diplomatic men are not 
stoned and dragged out of the city gate or as- 
saulted by furious mobs. Have you ever sus- 


_ pected that gentler words might gain you more 


friends? I enclose a copy of Dalius Caragus’ 
book, HOW TO WIN JEWS AND INFLU- 
ENCE GREEKS. 


In one of your letters you refer to yourself 
as “Paul the aged.” Our new mission policies 
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do not envisage a surplus of super-annuated 
recipients. 


We understand that you are given to fan- 
tasies and dreams. At Troas you saw “a man 
of Macedonia” and at another time “were caught 
up into the third heaven” and even claimed 
“the Lord stood by you.” We reckon that more 
realistic and practical minds are needed in the 
task of world evangelism. 


You have caused much trouble everywhere 
you have gone. You opposed the honorable 
women at Berea and the leaders of your na- 
tionality in Jerusalem. If a man cannot get 
along with his own people, how can he serve 
foreigners? 


We learn that you are a snake-handler. At 
Malta you picked up a poisonous serpent which 
is said to have bitten you, but you did not 
suffer harm. Tsk, tsk. .. 


You admit that while you were serving time 
at Rome that “all forsook you.” Good men 
are not left alone and friendless. Three fine 
brothers by the names of Diotrephes, Demas 
and Alexander, the coppersmith, have notarized 
affidavits to the effect that it is impossible for 
them to cooperate with either you or your pro- 
gram. We know that you had a bitter quarrel 
with a_ fellow-missionary named _ Barnabas. 
Harsh words do not further God’s work. 


You have written many letters to churches 


where you have formerly been pastor. In one 


of these letters, you accused a church member 
of living with his father’s wife, and you caused 
the whole church to feel badly and the poor 
fellow was expelled. 


You spent too much time talking about “the 
second coming of Christ.’ Your letters to the 
people at Thessalonica were almost entirely 
devoted to this theme. Put first things first 


from now on. 


Your ministry has been too flighty to be suc- 
cessful. First Asia Minor, then Macedonia, then 
Greece, then Italy and now you are talking 


about a wild goose chase into Spain. Concen-. 


tration is more important than a dissipation of 
one’s powers. You cannot win the whole world 
by yourself. You are just one little Paul. 


In a recent sermon, you said, “God forbid 
that I should glory in anything save the cross 
of Christ.” It seems to us that you also ought 
to glory in our heritage, our denominational 
program, the unified budget, and the World 
Federation of Churches. 


Your sermons are much too long for the 
times. At one place you talked until after 
midnight and a young man was so sleepy that 


he fell out of the window and broke his neck. 


Nobody is saved after the first twenty minutes. 
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“Stand up, speak up, and then shut up,” is 
our advice. 


Dr. Luke reports that you are a thin little 
man, bald, frequently sick, and always so agi- 
tated over your churches that you sleep very 
pom He reports that you pad around the 

ouse praying half of the night. A healthy 
mind in a robust body is our ideal for all ap- 
plicants. A good night’s sleep will give you 
zest and zip so that you will wake up full of 
zing. 


We find it best to send only married men 
into foreign service. We deplore your policy 
of persistent celibacy. Simon Magus has set up 
a matrimonial bureau at Samaria where the 
names of some very fine widows are available. 


You wrote recently to Timothy that “you had 
fought a good fight.” Fighting is hardly a 
recommendation for a missionary. No fight is 
a good fight. Jesus came, not to bring a sword 
but peace. You boast that “I fought with wild 
— at Ephesus.” What on earth do you 
mean 


It hurts me to tell you this, Brother Paul, 
but in all my twenty-five years experience, I 
have never met a man so opposite to the re- 
quirements of our Foreign Mission Board. If 
we accepted you, we would break every rule 
of modern missionary practice. 


Most sincerely yours, 


J. FLAVIUS FLUFFYHEAD, 
Secretary Foreign Mission Board 


—From Famous Unwritten Letters, by Henden 
M. Harris, II. Used by permission of the Baptist 
Bulletin. 


People 60 to 80 
Tear Out This Ad 


... and mail it today to find out how 
you can still apply for a $1,000 life 
insurance policy to help take care of 
final expenses without burdening your 
family. 


You can handle the entire trans- 
action by mail with OLD AMERICAN 
of KANSAS CITY. No obligation. No 
one will call on you! 


Write today, simply giving your 
name, address and age. Mail to Old 
American Ins. Co., 1 West 9th, Dept. 
L421P, Kansas City, Mo. 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 21 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus Victory And Commission 


Background Scripture: Matthew 27:55 - 28:20 


Devotional Reading: I Cor. 15:12-23 


In our Devotional Reading the apostle Paul is showing us the importance — the vital necessity — 
of the Resurrection. The phrase, “Logic on fire,” which was used to describe the preaching of 
Charles G. Finney, is applicable in a greater degree to the writings of Paul, the theologian. In the 
first part of I Corinthians 15 Paul states the Fact of the Resurrection, and in the last part of that 
chapter, the Nature of the Resurrection, and in these verses, 12-23, he pauses to note the dire conse- 


quences which would follow, if the Resurrection 
were not true. There were some who were 
saying — the Sadducees were of this group — 
that there is no resurrection. If there is no 
resurrection, Paul reminds us, then, (1) Christ 
is not risen, and if He is not risen, (2) our 
preaching is vain. There is no gospel — no 
Good News — if Christ is still in the tomb; 
only sad and distressing news for a world with- 
out hope. (3) Your faith is vain. Jesus said 
to Martha, after He had spoken those great 
words, I am the resurrection and the life, etc., 
Believest thou this? The very foundation of 
faith is here. (4) We are found false witnesses. 
This was the very message which the church 
proclaimed: HE IS RISEN. They had seen 
Him alive and had walked and talked and eaten 
with Him. Had they been lying when they 
faced imprisonment and death because they 
preached what they knew to be true? (5) Ye 
are yet in your sins. He died for our sins, but 
He was raised to prove that His atoning death 
was accepted; that He had conquered death, 
our last great enemy. The sting of death is sin. 
He took away sin, and He lives to make inter- 
cession for us. (6) They who are fallen asleep 
in Christ are perished. We will see our dead 
no more if Christ is still dead. (7) We are of 
all men most pitiable. Why? Because they had 
suffered persecution — the loss of all things — 
for Him. 


In verse 20 breaks the sad refrain and ex- 
claims triumphantly; But now is Christ risen 
from the dead, and become the firstfruits of 
them that are asleep. In Adam, all die; in 
Christ, all are made alive. Christ is the first- 
fruits, and then they that are Christ’s at His 
coming. From this part on he explains and 
expounds the Nature of the resurrection. 


I. The Burial of Jesus: 27:55-66. 


There are several groups of people who had 
a part in His burial. First, there were the faith- 
ful women who had been watching from afar 
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the crucifixion, and now were continuing to 
watch and see where they laid Him. .Their 
plan was to come and bring spices as soon as 
the Sabbath was past. The second group was 
composed of two men, Joseph and Nicodemus, 
(Matthew only mentions Joseph as he is the 
more prominent). He begged the body of Jesus, 
and when he had taken it, wrapped it in a 
clean linen cloth and laid it in his own tomb, 
rolling a stone to the door. Isaiah had said 
in his prophecy, “and with the rich in His 
death.” Joseph was a rich man, a secret disciple, 
as was Nicodemus who came to Jesus by night. 
At last they came forward to show openly some- 
thing of their faith and love. The third group 
were His enemies who came and asked that 
the sepulchre be made sure since He had said 
that He would rise again. Pilate said, Make 
it as sure as ye can. So they went, sealed the 
stone, and set a watch. | 


II. It has been said that the women were 
“last at the cross and first at the sepulchre.” 
These women showed their loyalty and love 
far better than the men. Even their faith had 
not grasped the whole truth, and they were 
expecting to find a dead body, not a living 
Saviour. None of these devoted women denied 
or betrayed Him. They had stood as heartbroken 
spectators at His crucifixion, and now they ar- 
rive early in the morning with the spices they 
had prepared for His body. : 


One of the facts which clearly proves the 
reality of the resurrection is this; none of the 
disciples, not even these women, were expecting 
to find Him alive. All were completely taken 
by surprise, and it was hard for them to believe 
it. Mary of Bethany, who sat at His feet and 
listened to His words, seemed to grasp the fact 
that He was to die, but even she had not taken 
in the further truth that He would rise on 
the third day. The disciples “wondered what he 


meant by rising from the dead.” This fact dis- | : 
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misses at once the lie told later by the soldiers, 
that the disciples came while they slept and 
stole His body. | 


So, at the end of the Sabbath as it began to 
dawn toward the first day of the week, these 
women came. Matthew only mentions the two 
Marys, but there were others, either with them 
or in a separate group. (See Mark 16:1). If 
we will compare the accounts in the other gos- 
pels we will get many details not given by 
Matthew. He tells about the earthquake and 
the angel who came and rolled back the stone 
and sat upon it. —The women had been dis- 
cussing the question as to who would come and 
roll back the stone from the door and when 
they came to the sepulchre they found it rolled 
away. All the gospels focus our attention upon 
His death and resurrection. These were the two 
great facts that Paul and the others preached. 
(See I Cor. 15:1-8). The soldiers who kept 
the tomb became as dead men. The women 
feared as they saw the stone rolled away and 
the angels, but were reassured by the angel who 


said, Fear not: for I know that ye seek Jesus, 


which was crucified. I wish to emphasize four 
little words —— by the angel: Come, see 
... go... tell. These four words sum up 
the twofold nature of our response to the good 
news of the resurrection. First, “Come, see’: 
be sure that we believe this great truth. It is 
similar to Jesus’ question to Martha; “Believest 
thou this?” If we are thoroughly convinced 
of the fact of the resurrection, then we are ready 
for the next two words: “Go . . tell.” 
I was reading the other day about a preacher 
who was asked by a skeptic, “Do you really 
believe what you preach?” It made him think, 
and he became a changed man with a message 
that made his preaching worthwhile. Let us 
Come, see, and with hearts on fire, Go .. . 
tell. It is the best news for a bewildered and 
lost world. 


Two more words: “fear” and “great joy.” This 
was the mixed reaction of the women; I believe 
all of us should have a similar experience, as 
we face this greatest of all miracles and its far- 
reaching results. We, too, stand before the empty 
and open tomb with “fear” and “great joy.” 
We, too, can depart from the place where our 
Lord conquered death, dazed and awed, and 
also with hearts full of deep joy as we realize 
what it means to us, our loved ones, and a sad 


_ and sorrowing and hopeless world. Jesus meets 
_ them, reveals himself to them, and makes an 


appointment to meet His disciples in Galilee. 
Be sure to get the full story of these wonderful 
events by reading all the gospel accounts and 
the first part of I Corinthians 15. 


III. The Report of the Watch: 11-15. 


Here is most convincing evidence of the stub- 
born unbelief of these leaders of the Jews. Some 
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of the scoffers had said, Let Him come down 
from the cross, and we will believe Him. To 
come up from the grave is a greater miracle 
than to come down from the cross, but they 
have no idea of believing. Their only thought 
is to explain away, if they can, what they will 


not believe. Their hatred of Christ was so strong 


that they would not even try to see the truth. 
There is all the difference in the world between 
a “Doubting Thomas” and these men. God 
has great patience with an honest doubter who 
is seeking the truth — or rather, an honest 
seeker after the truth — and people who de- 
liberately close their eyes and ears and harden 
their hearts in spite of the most convincing 
evidence. 


IV. The Great Commission: 16-20. 

Even when they saw Him, some doubted. 
This is another simple proof of the resurrection. 
It took time and much evidence to convince 
all the disciples. Turn to John and read about 
Thomas, (see John 20:24-29), and also the ac- 
count of the two disciples on the road to Em- 
maus, (see Luke 24:13-25), and the verse, “O 
fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken.” 


_ Let us look at several interesting statements 
which we find in these concluding verses of 
Matthew’s gospel. First, as a foundation for the 
Commission, “All power (authority) is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth.” He assumes 
His rightful place as the Head of the Church 
and Captain of our salvation. He had power, 
(authority) on earth to forgive sins; He has 
the authority to issue these “marching orders” 


: for His followers. 


‘Teach (make disciples of) all nations.” While 
on earth He had limited His mission largely 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. He 
made His first appeal to His own peculiar peo- 


ple. It is useless to speculate on what would 


have been the result if they had accepted in- 
stead of rejecting Him. His death was a part 
of God’s plan for saving the world. The “good 
news” was now to be taken to all men. 


This is to be followed by “teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have command- 
ed you. As His disciples we are to grow, and 


teaching is necessary for the development of 


Christian life and service. We are to go on 
to perfection. 


The Commission ends with a word of encour- 
agement: “Lo, I am with you alway”. 


EASTERN TRANSIT STORAGE CO. 


LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE 


MOVING AND STORAGE 


TO OR FROM 48 STATES, MEXICO AND CANADA 
CALL COLLECT ANY TIME 


CHARLOTTE, N.C. SPARTANBURG 5S. 
FR 6-1636 2-5067 


rR 
id 
t 
O 
r 
iS 
iS 
S, 
S, 
a 
), 
d 
is 
99 
y 
PAGE 7 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 21 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Christ Lives Through Me 


Scripture: I Cor. 15:3-8; 12-22; and Col. 3:1-4. 


Suggested Hymns: 
“The Day of Resurrection” 
“Christ, The Lord, Is Risen Today” 
“Lord, Speak To Me, That I May Speak” 


Program Leader: 


Even though we are still young people, we 
have known many people who have lived and 
died. Perhaps some of them have been close 
friends or even members of our families. Who- 
ever these acquaintances were who died, we 
know that they are still dead . . . they remain 
under the power of death. In the history of 
humanity all those who have experienced death 
are held in its grip, with one notable exception. 
Christ is that exception. He lived a normal 
life, He died a very real death, but He rose 
from the dead and has continued to live ever 
since. In Revelation 1:18 He says, “I am he 
that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am 
alive forever more.’’ This fact is important to 
us not merely because it is unique in history, 
but even more so because it has a very profound 
significance for us today. On this Easter day 
let us give thought to the meaning of the resur- 
rection to our own personal lives. 


First Speaker: 


An old Negro lady, who worked as a cook 
in a college boarding house, asked some of the 
college students to teach in a Sunday School 
she had organized for the colored children who 
lived around her home. On an Easter Sunday 
afternoon one of the students was trying to 
present some of the rational arguments which 
are given to prove the resurrection. The old 
woman listened very patiently, but when the 
student had finished his discourse she said, “I 
don’t need to have anyone prove to me that 
Christ rose from the dead. I know He rose, 
because He lives in my heart.” 


The resurrection is significant to us for this 
very reason Christ lives in us today. 
Jesus said, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world.” Matt. 28:20. For Him 
to make and keep that promise the resurrection 
was necessary. Because He rose from the dead, 
and because He continues to live, He can be 
with us and in us at all times. There is no 
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need for a Christian to be lonely, because Christ 
is always with Him. There is no reason for a 
Christian to be wanting for wisdom or guidance, 
because the wisdom of Christ is at hand. There 
is no need for a Christian to be lacking in power, 
because the One to whom all power in heaven 
and earth has been given is immediately avail- 
able. The Christian has no call to be weighed 
down with sorrow and discouragement, because 
the sympathetic Christ is always at his side. As 
the hymn states it, “Yea, all I need in Thee 


I find,” and He is always with us because He © 


arose from the dead and continues to live. 


Second Speaker: 


There is a great contrast in the way that dif- 
ferent people respond to the experience of death 
when it comes into their homes and to their 
loved ones. It is always a cause for sorrow. For 
some it is an agonizingly mysterious thing which 
calls for hysterical expressions of grief. For 
Christians it is an interlude of separation before 
the realization of a blessed hope. That hope of 
restoration and reunion in eternity is based on 
the resurrection of Christ. Jesus said, “Because 
I live, ye shall live also.” John 14:19. He is 
spoken of as “the first fruits of them that slept” 
(I Cor. 15:20) meaning that our bodies shall be 
raised from the grave and reunited with our 
spirits even as it was with Him. The Christian 
hope involves more than the on-going of the 
soul, it includes the restoration of our bodies 
for eternity. The resurrection of Christ is the 
guarantee and demonstration of our hope. The 
Bible tells us that when Christ appears we shall 
be like Him. I John 3:2. This is another im- 


portant way in which the resurrection of Christ 


has meaning for us today. 


Third Speaker: 


Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven.” Matt. 
5:16. This command could not be carried out 
without the resurrection of Christ from the dead. 
The only light we have to let shine is the 
spiritual light of Him who said, “I am the light 
of the world.” John 8:12. The only light we 
have in the reflected light of Christ. If He had 


(Continued on Page 18) 
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Bible Study for Circle 
Bible Leaders on 


“Jesus and Citizenship” 
Prepared by Morton H. Smith, 
Belhaven College, Jackson, Mississippi 
Lesson 5: "WAR AND PEACE” 


Introduction: 


Upon the suggestion of one of our readers, 
we are going to present a brief epitome of 
the lesson at the beginning, in which we shall 
seek to set forth the essentials that should 
be presented by the Bible teacher to her Circle. 
Then, following our previous practice, we shall 
give a detailed treatment of the more difficult 
aspects of the lesson, so that the Bible teacher 
may have a full background for discussion and 
questions. 


I. The Essence of the Lesson 


The problem of war is ultimately theological, 
not political. In James 4:1-2 we find a clear 
statement to the effect that wars arise because 
of the sinful nature of men. Warfare among 
nations is but the manifestation of the sinful- 
ness of the people who make up the nations. 
This sinfulness ultimately involves enmity of 
man against God. Jesus spoke very plainly of 
this when He told the Jews that as sinners they 
are the children of Satan. “Ye are of your 
father the devil . ” (John 8:44). If this 
was true of the physical seed of Abraham, how 
much more is it true of the Gentiles! Paul in 
Ephesians 2:11-22 speaks of the fact that Christ 
is our peace. He is the One who has come to 
establish peace, first of all, between God and 
men, and then between men. Outside of the 
Gospel, then, there is no peace, either between 
God and men or between man and man. But 
within the Gospel of Christ, we have a peace 
that passeth all understanding (Phil. 4:7), be- 
cause we have peace with God our Maker (Rom. 
5:1-11). 


Permanent peace can be attained only in an 
acceptance by the whole world of Jesus Christ 
as Saviour and King. Our task as Christian 
citizens is to stand for the truth of the Gospel 
and to proclaim it to the world. We have 
the answer to the needs of the world in the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. “What folly it is, then, 
for the Church to neglect her real, God-given 
mission, which is that of delivering souls from 
the bondage of sin through the preaching of 
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13:1-7.) 


faith in Christ and His finished work, and 


_ to embark on programs calling for the reforma- 


tion of the world through national disarma- 
ment and kindred social and political move- 
ments.”  (Boettner, L., The Christian Attitude 
Towards War, Wm. B. Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 
1942.) 

As citizens of our nation, it is also our duty 
to support our government in its efforts to pre- 
serve peace and security. We should, of course, 
encourage our leaders to maintain the integrity 
of our nation, by the use of just and upright 
means of preserving peace and security. Since 
it is God Himself who has given the power 
of the sword to the State, the Christian should 
not stand against the use of this power for 
the preservation of peace and security. (See 
The State has the task of 
preserving order in a sinful world, and it must 
at times use the power of the sword to do so. 
This is the case with all law enforcement that 
involves the threat of punishment. When a 
nation is called upon to wage war to preserve 
its freedom and security it is simply exercising 
this same power at the international level. (We 
shall seek to deal with the problem of war 
more fully in the detailed portion of our study.) 


Until the whole world comes to a recogni- 
tion of Christ as Saviour and King, we cannot 
expect to be without crimes or wars. In the 
light of the terrible destructiveness of modern 
warfare the Church should be stirred to the 
utmost to spread the Gospel of Christ, the only 
means of establishing a real peace. Our own 
Southern Presbyterian Church, which came into 
being during a period of war, recognized this 
in its first historic deliverance. In a letter ad- 
dressed to all other Churches of Jesus Christ 
across the world, the Headship and Kingship 
of Jesus Christ was recognized, together with 
His Great Commission as the “end of the 
Church’s organization and the condition of the 
Lord’s promised blessing.” If we are really 
interested in Christian citizenship and its rela- 
tion to the matter of war and peace in the 
world, then we should examine ourselves and 
our Church in regard to our obedience to the 
Great Commission of Christ our King. Are we 
as faithful in this duty to Him as we ought to 
be? May God give us a vision of the field, 
white unto the harvest, and may be each be 
more faithful in the spread of the Glorious Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ, the Gospel of Peace and Life. 
II. The Lesson in Detail 

Having seen the basic Christian teaching of 
the subject of “War and Peace,” let us now 
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consider in more detail the Biblical teaching 
on this subject. We shall study especially the 
question of what the Bible teaches about war, 
looking at both the Old and New Testaments 
for a full understanding of the subject. 


A. Teaching of the Old Testament Concerning 
War. 

There are at least thirty-five references in 
the Old ‘Vestament in which God commanded 
the use of armed force to carry out His Divine 
purposes. Loraine Boettner concludes his study 
of war in the Old Testament with these words: 
“There is absolutely no question but that in 
the Old Testament wars were sanctioned as 
a means of gaining righteous ends. Sometimes 
wars were used to destroy the enemies of 
Jehovah. At other times they were used as 
severe disciplinary measures against the Israel- 
ites themselves when they went off into apostasy 

(Op. Cit. p. 24). 


Following the deliverance from Egypt and the 
destruction of the Egyptian army in the Red 
Sea, Moses sang, “Jehovah is a man of war, 
Jehovah is His name” (Ex. 15:3). In Numbers 
33:50-56 we find Him giving the instructions 
to Israel to go into the Land and to drive out all 
those who dwelt therein. In the victories of Israel 
over her enemies it is made clear that God Him- 
self gave them their victory in war. For exam- 
ple, consider Jericho, or Gideon and _ the 
Midianites, or David and Goliath. The Battle 
of Jericho is especially interesting in this con- 
nection, for the instructions for that battle, in- 
cluding the instructions to destroy all that were 
in the city, came to Joshua directly from the 
Prince or Captain of the Hosts of God. Many 
commentators see in this theophany none other 
than the Second Person of the Trinity. 


Difficulties Answered 


1. That the God of the Old Testament was © 


unjust. 

It is irrefutable that the God of the Old 
Testament is represented as the God who com- 
manded war and who gave victory to His own. 
Many have questioned the justice of the com- 
mand of God to the Israelites to destroy the 
Canaanites. Let us remember, however, that 
God never acts in a way which is not proper. 
He does not have to answer to our sense of 
Justice or mercy. Actually, He would have been 
completely justified if He had cast all of human- 
ity into hell for all eternity, when we sinned 
against Him. The fact that He has shown His 
mercy on any is entirely a matter of grace, of 
unmerited favor. Who are we to find fault 
with God in dealing with a segment of the 
human race by means of war to destroy them 
from the face of the earth? This can be more 
easily understood when we recognize the utter 
depravity of the Canaanite culture. Their re- 
ligion involved a sex-cult which included all 
sorts of lewd practices. They sacrificed their 
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children to the god Moloch. They were a thor- 
oughly corrupt and wicked people. The fact 
that God allowed them as long as He did is 
remarkable, and the destruction by the hand 
of the Israelites is hardly to be condemned. 
Israel was God’s hand of judgment against a 
most sinful people. 


2. That the command to war is contradictory 
to the moral law. 

It has been argued that the command to kill 

was contradictory to the Law of God, which 


_ says, “Thou shalt not kill.” It should be pointed 


out that this command literally means, “Thou 
shalt do no murder.” In the very next chapter 
of Exodus after the Ten Commandments we 
find that capital punishment was prescribed in 
the case of murder. “He that smiteth a man 


so that he dieth, shall surely be put to death.” 


(Exodus 21:12). This simply confirmed the 
command that had been given centuries before 
to Noah, when he came forth from the ark. 
Genesis 9:6 reads, ““Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, 
by man shall his blood be shed, for in the image 


_ of God made He man.” Here we see that it 
is the duty of man to exercise the power of the © 


sword for the preservation of the race. It is 
significant that it is not the race that is made 
the ultimate end, but rather the God who has 
made each individual of the race in His own 
image. To commit murder is to attack the image 
of God, and this is the ultimate ground for 
capital punishment. Since it is God who has 
given this commandment, we must conclude 
that the thing that is sinful is murder, not just 
taking of life in the abstract. The latter may 
actually be a just punishment of a murderer, 
by God’s own command. As we shall see later, 
the matter of wars between nations often in- 
volve this same principle of capital punishment. 


A Word of Caution 

Having seen that God not only condoned 
war in the Old Testament, but that He com- 
manded it on various occasions, it should be 
pointed out that the Bible does not do as the 
heathen nations have, namely, glorify war or the 
warrior. This is seen in that God often refused 
to allow the Israelites to take glory in their 
achievements. David, who was their greatest 
warrior, was not granted the high privilege of 
building the Temple for Jehovah, because he 
had been a man of blood. “War was looked 
upon as a grim and terrible necessity in the 
hands of God for the restraint and punishment 
of national sins. It was to be avoided if pos- 
sible, and never glorified. And that is the 
attitude we should take toward it today.” 
(Boettner, Op. Cit. p. 26). 


B. Teaching of the New Testament Concerning 


War 


1. Difference in Emphasis 
There is a marked difference of emphasis be- 
tween the Old and the New Testaments, which 
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accounts for the difference between the two on 
matters such as the question of war. The Old 
Testament tells us of God’s dealing with His 
people as a nation. The whole period was one 
of preparation for the coming of the One who 
would be God’s Saviour of His people. The 
preparation included the establishment of the 
nations of the world, from which the One Nation 
Israel was elected. It is the account of the care 
of God for this One Nation, including the de- 
liverance from Egypt, the gift of Canaan to her, 
the development of the Nation as a nation, and 
then the apostasy of that Nation, the punish- 
ment of the exile, and the preservation by God 
- of the remnant so that the Messiah could be 
born of that Nation. It is natural that under 
this period preparation that much of what God 
revealed to His — had to do with national 
relations and affairs, including the instructions 
regarding warfare. The imprecatory Psalms can 
best be understood in the light of this fact. 
God’s wrath is always displayed against His 
enemies. His people should join Him in the 
hatred of His enemies. In the Old Testament 
economy the enemies of God were quite clearly 
defined as the heathen nations outside of Israel, 
and thus these Psalms were the proper expres- 
sion of the faithful Israelite. They ought to 
be the Christian expression towards God’s ene- 
mies also, though in the present age we do not 
know who His enemies are, since this is a period 
in which the Gospel is offered universally to 
the whole world. 


The New Testament deals with God’s people 
as they are gathered into the Church, which is 
no longer a political entity, as it was in Israel. 
Thus we do not find instructions concerning 
warfare in the physical sense of the word, 
though there is much said regarding spiritual 
_ warfare. (See Ephesians 6:10-20). This does not 
mean that the New Testament stands in opposi- 
tion to the Old on this matter. To the contrary, 
it stands in full accord with the Old, but due 
to the difference of administration of the Cove- 
nant, there is no cause for the matter of physical 
war to be treated in the New Testament. 


2. The Teachings of Jesus. 


In considering the view of Jesus, we should 
recognize that He accepted the Old Testament 
as the very Word of God. In John 10:35 He 
says, “the Scriptures cannot be broken.” He 
further taught that He had not come to destroy 
the Scriptures, but to fulfill and to establish 
them. This was part of His teaching in the 
Sermon on the Mount, in which some consider 
Him to have given pacifistic teachings (Mt. 
5:17-20). Thus He must have agreed with 
the teachings of the Old Testament on capital 
punishment and war. | 


Matt. 5:38 — “Ye have heard that it was said, 


An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth, but — 


I say unto you, Resist not him that is evil... 


APRIL 10, 1957 


It has been argued that in Mt. 5:39 He taught 
against the Old Testament. “Whosoever smiteth 
thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other 
also.”” In seeking to understand any Scriptural 
text, we must always remember that it can only 
be understood properly in the light of its con- 
text. This particular passage occurs in the midst 
of the Sermon on the Mount. This is a Sermon 


mands. In this particular section He 
ounding the law. He has used 
the formula, e have heard it was said, ... 
but I say unto you... ” three times earlier. 
Again this expression must be understood in 
context. It might be construed to mean that 
Jesus was changing the old Law. Actually He 
began this exposition of the Law by affirming 
that He has not come to destroy it, but to 
fulfill. Jesus is not changing the Law or setting 
it aside, but giving the true interpretation of 
the Law. The thing that He is setting aside is 
the false interpretation of the Jews. This is 
seen quite clearly in the earlier cases of murder 
and adultery. The Jews taught that it was only 
the open sin that was wrong, whereas the atti- 
tude of heart did not matter. Jesus insists that 
the Law was and is spiritual, and that the 
intents of the heart is included under the Law. 
Thus not only is the open act sinful, but all 
that leads to the act, or even contemplates sin, 
is sinful. 

He is doing the same thing in the passage 
before us. The Jews had taken the Old Testa- 


‘ment prescription that applied to the courts, 


and applied it to individual personal revenge. 
“They thought that they did no wrong, pro- 
vided they were not the first to make the attack, 
but only, when injured, returned like for like.” 
(Calvin). Christ teaches that it is not the right 
of the individual to take revenge into his own 
hands, but rather that he must bear patiently 
the-injuries which he receives. 

The injunction not to resist him that is evil 
is not to be construed as teaching that we 
are to encourage evil by not standing against 
that which is wrong. Rather, it is the command 
to the individual not to resist evil with violence, 
but to overcome evil by good (Rom. 12:21). 


“Turn the other cheek” 


Having seen that the whole context of this 
passage is dealing with the individual, and the 
matter of personal revenge, it becomes clear 
that Jesus is not teaching us pacifism in this 


verse. This is but a further example urging 


that the individual should be patient, and he 
should even be prepared for further injury. 
Jesus Himself did not interpret His teaching 
literally when He was struck. He gave a rebuke 
to the man who struck Him, though we may 
be sure that He was prepared for the further 
injuries inflicted upon Him that night and the 
next day. See John 18:22-23, and also Paul in 
Acts 23:2-3. 
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descriptiye of the Kingdom of God, its Citizens, | 


It is significant to see that jesus, in the last 
discourse, told His disciples to prepare them- 
selves to go forth with the Gospel in these 
words: “But now, he that hath a purse, let him 
take it, and likewise a wallet; and he that hath 
none, let him sell his cloak and buy a sword” 
(Luke 22:36). In His earlier commissioning of 
the disciples to go only to the house of Israel 
they had no need for purse or sword, but now 
that they are to go into the Gentile world they 
are to be prepared, both financially and also 
with means of self-defense. This was a virtual 
necessity for the traveler of that day. The fact 
that Peter misused his sword a little later and 
was rebuked for it does not in the least invali- 
date this earlier command. Notice that he is 
not told to dispose of the sword, but to put 
it up. Due to the danger of man’s seeking to 
rest upon his own strength, Jesus does point 
out that those who seek to live by the sword 
shall perish by the sword. Thus the Christian 
is to learn to put his trust in the Lord, though 
He does expect us to use the normal and ordi- 
nary means that He has provided for our pro- 
tection, just as He expects us to use means to 
grow and prepare food for sustenance of life. 
Our normal means of protection today is found 
in our police force, which is no less a use of 
the power of the sword than that of the indi- 
vidual in the first century. 


3. Civil Government and_ the Power of the 
Sword in the New Testament. 


The teachings of Jesus that we have exam- 
ined have dealt with the individual and not 
the nations. They can hardly be considered as 
determinative for the civil actions of nations. 
Perhaps the most important passages of the New 
Testament, dealing with the subject of war, are 
those which set forth the principles of civil gov- 
ernment and the power of the sword as granted 
to civil magistrates. Romans 13:1-7, which we 
dealt with last month, is the clearest passage on 
this subject. 


“For he is a minister of God to thee for good. 
But if thou do that which ts evil, be afraid; for 
he beareth not the sword in vain; for he is a 
minister of God, an avenger for wrath to him 
that doeth evil.” Rom. 13:4. 


In this passage we find that the civil magis- 
trate is divinely appointed. He is God’s min- 
ister. Further, God has given him the power of 
the sword. This is in contrast to the power of 
the Church, which is spiritual, namely, minis- 
terial and declarative of the Word. The State 
has external, physical power, the power of the 
sword. This power is seen in the police power 
of a nation or state to enforce its law. This same 
police power may be exercised legally and prop- 
erly by one nation against another, when the 
latter is acting the part of a criminal nation. 
“As it is sometimes necessary for kings and na- 
tions to take up arms for the infliction of such 


PAGE 12 


The Word of God 
in the form of tracts 
quickly pierces mind and 
heart and convicts of sin. 
The ministry of tract poe 
distribution relies not on ;qRev*y 
the human agency for {% 
results but on the quick |: 
and powerful Word itself. 
GLADLY RECEIVED 
These beautiful tracts in 
sparkling colors with 
crisp messages of hope 
and cheer are welcomed 
by all. Wide assortment 
assures appropriate tracts 
for all needs. Begin this 
ministry now. 


Send $1 today for | 
large supply. ma 


“BACK TO 60D” TRACT COMMITTEE 


Dept. S.P.., 2850 Kalamazoo Ave., S. E. 
GRAND RAPIDS 8 MICHIGAN 


AUTHORS WANTED 
BY N. Y. PUBLISHER 


New York, N. Y.—One of the nation’s largest book 
publishers is seeking manuscripts of all types—fiction, 
non-fiction, poetry. Special attention to new writers. 
If your work is ready for publication, send for booklet 
SJ—it’s free. Vantage Press, 120 W. 31st St., New 
York 1. 


oT SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Educational excellence. Moderate charges. 
& Endowed. Christian emphasis. A. A. and A. S. 
=i. = degrees. Graduates transfer to best colleges 
juniors. Professor each ten students. 
is . Personal attention. Scientific tests and guid- 
eee Se ance. Athletics. Liberal arts. Business. Pre- 
sr! paratory grades 11 and 12. Member Southern 
a i] Association Colleges and Secondary Schools. 


_ PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Summer School. 
Louis C. LaMotte, President 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 
public vengeance, the same reason will lead us 
to infer the lawfulness of wars which are under- 
taken for this end” (Calvin, Institutes, IV, xx, 
11). 

The Westminster Confession of Faith, which 
is part of the Constitution of our Church, de- 
clares this same thing: “It is lawful for Chris- 
tians to accept and execute the office of a magis- 
trate when called thereunto; in the managing 
whereof, as they ought especially to maintain 
piety, justice, and peace, according to the whole- 
some laws of each commonwealth, so for that 
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end, they may lawfully, now under the New 
Testament wage war upon just and necessary 
occasions” (Ch. 25, par. 2). 


III. Summary and Conclusion. 
We have seen that the Bible permits wars 


as a part of the police action of divinely con- 
stituted civil authority. One question that may 


be asked is this, “Do we expect wars to continue 
to the end of the age?” As indicated at the 
very beginning, wars arise due to the sinful na- 
ture of mankind. This would lead us to con- 
clude that unless there is a more complete spread 
of the Gospel to all parts of the world, then we 
must expect that wars and rumors of wars will 
continue until Christ Himself returns. Many 
theologians have held to the view that the Gos- 
pel will bring in a golden age, or millennium, 
before Christ returns, and that during such 
a period wars will cease. This view is called 
Post-millennialism. Due to the wars of this cen- 


tury, this view is not very popular today, though | 


it is still held by some. Most modern theolo- 
gians hold to either a Pre-millennial view, which 
maintains that Jesus must come again before 
we shall see wars cease, and that when He comes 
He shall set up a literal Millennial Kingdom 
on earth; or the A-millennial view, which con- 
siders that the millennium is spiritual in nature 
and corresponding to the present period, and 
that when Jesus comes it will be to bring in 
the final judgment and the consummate state, 
without a literal physical millennium. Both of 
these last views expect that there will be a con- 


tinued spread of the Gospel, and along with it © 


a continued spread of evil, which shall issue in 
a final conflict, but that the victory of this 
conflict is already assured by the victory of 
Christ over Satan on the Cross. 

Thus in all of this, the Christian has an inner 
peace. He knows that all of the affairs of this 
world are in the hands of the Living God, and 
that nothing takes Him by surprise. He has 
foreordained everything that comes to pass, and 
is ordering all things to His own glory, and for 
good to those that love Him, even to those who 
are called according to His purpose. Regard- 
less of what the future holds, the Christian can 
with Paul say, “Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? shall tribulation, or anguish, 
or —— or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword? . . . Nay, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through Him that loved 
us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom. 
8:35-39) . 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 


APRIL 10, 1957 


Week of Spiritual Enrichment 


April 14-21, 1957 


This pre-Easter Week should be a high week 
in the Christian experience of women. The 
chairman of Spiritual Growth and the local 
presidents plan the observance of this week with 
the pastor, and enlist the help of the whole 
Executive Board in the promotion of it. Here 
are some suggestions for the observance of the 
Week of Spiritual Enrichment. Local leaders 
will select from these suggestions that which 
they feel can be used most profitably for the 
enrichment of their women. It is believed that 
all groups will give special promotion to items 
1, 2 and 5— 


1. Attendance upon all the services of the local 
church this week. 


- 2. Every woman begin each day with the use 
of the “For Personal Use” leaflet which has 
for its theme “Steps Toward Christian Growth.” 
It is hoped that every woman — business women, 
shut-ins, and inactive women as well as the active 
women of the church — will be provided a 
copy of this leaflet before April 14, price 1 cent, 
from Board of Women’s Work. The leaflet is 
arranged so that it may be mailed without en- 
velope, if it is not delivered through circle visi- 
tation program. 


3. A poster to be made by the local group 
giving date and theme of Week of Spiritual 
Enrichment, to be displayed beginning March 
15. An effective poster can be made by putting 
each word of the theme, STEPS TOWARD 
CHRISTIAN GROWTH, on a step leading up 
to a picture of Sallman’s “Head of Christ.” A 
copy of this picture will be found in almost 
every church. If it is framed, the poster may 
be cut out to let the picture appear in recess. 
On the opposite side of the picture and slightly 
lower than the picture would be the words “Pre- 
Easter Week, Week of Spiritual Enrichment, 
April 14-21, 1957, for all women of the Church.” 


4. A day of “house-to-house” visitation to 
invite women of the community without a 


church home in the community to become a 


part of the local church fellowship; and to make 
contact with the inactive women of the church 
within their homes. 


5. Every woman personally called to set in © 
motion one new operation that will be continued 
through 1957, designed to strengthen the Chris- 
tian life and fellowship, such as: 


a. Visiting absentees. 


b. Serving neighbors to make possible their 
attendance upon church meetings. 


c. Studying with shut-ins some book of the 
Bible or some subject. 


PAGE 13 


| 
us 
T- 
x; 
ch 
1S- 
ng 
at 


d. Using my home for God, inviting friends 
I’d like to reach to come into my home 
for coffee and Christian fellowship. 


e. Reading an inspirational book a month, 
and a Gospel a month in different trans- 
lations. 


f. Memorizing a hymn a month. (Suggested 
“Hymn for the Home” in PRESBYTERIAN 
WoMEN.) 


g. Recording each night the evidences of God’s 
love and power seen through the day. 


6. Special Bible study used by the groups that 
feel this is the best time. Local leaders are 
urged to plan the observance of the week, ar- 
ranging for that which they feel will lead the 
women to experience some growth. Every woman 
is urged to plan to put into this week Bible 
reading, meditation, the reading of stimulating 
religious books, prayer and service that will 
make the week different and themselves and 
others know that our thoughts are on the Risen 
Living Present Lord of Life. 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, April 21, Luke 24:1-11. For weeks 
before Jesus’ last entry into Jerusalem He had 
been telling His followers that He would rise 
from the dead (cf v.6-7 with 9:22; 18:31-33). 
Notice that it was the women who followed 
Jesus to the cross (23:49), observed His burial 
(23:55) and came to the tomb early on Easter 
morning (24:1-10). The twelve disciples had 
completely forsaken Him (Matt. 26:56). Con- 
trast the reactions of the women (vv.6-8) and 
the disciples (vv.10-11) when they heard the 
news of the resurrection. How did the twelve 
receive the news (vv.8-10)? Though it was the 
twelve who became the famous apostles of the 
early church, it was the obscure women who saw 
Jesus through His darkest hours and who first 
learned the news of the resurrection. It is often 
the obscure saint who shows the greatest loyalty 
and receives the greatest manifestation of Christ’s 
presence. 


Monday, April 22, Mark 16:1-8. It is some- 
times difficult to fit together all the details of 
the resurrection story as it is found in the four 
Gospels. Compare the accounts in Mark 16:1-8 
and in yesterday’s passage, Luke 24:1-12. In 
what ways are they alike? Do they differ in any 
of their details? Why did the angel say, “and 
Peter” in Mark 16:7? Notice 14:66-72. Read 
the touching story in John 21:1-23 of Jesus’ 
manifesting Himself to Peter after the resurrec- 
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tion. Can you feel with Peter as he sees and 
speaks with his Lord? How much we would 
miss if John had omitted this story! Each Gos- 
pel pictures some of the events of the resur- 
rection; each pictures them from a different 
angle.. No one account is complete. If we had 


all the details we could see how they completely ~ 


fit together. 


Tuesday, April 23, Philippians 2:5-11. Christ’s 
relations with His disciples are an example for 
our relations with other Christians (vv.5,7) . 
What incidents of humility and service do you 
think of in the ministry of Christ? Christ’s re- 
lation to the Father while here on earth is 
an example of what our relation to God should 
be like (vv.5-6,8). What is the ultimate exam- 
ple of obedience in the life of Christ? Observe 
in vv.9-11 the great reward for Christ’s humility 
and obedience. God is at work within you to 
cause you to follow in the footsteps of Christ 
(v.13). What qualities does Paul call for in the 
Philippians’ lives that you feel you need in your 
life (vv.2-6,12-15) . 


Wednesday, April 24, Psalm 24. What facts 
about the Lord in His relationship to His crea- 
tion do vv.1-2 point out? What other facts about 
God do vv. 8-10 relate? What facts do vwv.3-6 
mention about the worshipper’s relation to 
God? How would an impure (v.4a) and a proud 
heart (v.4b) keep a person from seeking the 
face of God _ (vv.6-7)? Is a proud person aware 
of who God is (vv.1-2,8-10)? It is only to the 
heart that is willing to acknowledge God's au- 


thority and look up to Him in humility that — 


God will reveal Himself (vv.7,9) and send down 
His blessings (v.5). Is your worship of God 
meaningless because pride centers your atten- 
tion upon yourself rather than upon the Lord? 


Thursday, April 25, Hebrews 13:1-8,20-21. 
How do wv.2-3 apply the exhortation of v.1 in 
ways which go beyond the love a non-Christian 
might ordinarily manifest? The Christian should 
always remember that His Christian character 
is developed as God in Christ works in his life 
(vv.20-21). Upon what basis does the author 
exhort his readers concerning the sanctity of 
marriage (v.4)? Upon what basis is he able 
to give the exhortation of v.5a (vv.5-6)? What 


reason is given in v.8 for imitating the faith and 


life of Christian leaders (v.7)? While depar- 
tures from true evangelical Christianity may 
have attractive teachings (v.9) they cannot sup- 
ply the power by which the teachings of Jesus 
can be lived. Is your Christian conduct oriented 
in the living God and His Son, Jesus Christ? 


Friday, April 26, Luke 24:28-36. Jesus is the 
master teacher of history. What concept of 
Christ did the men on the Emmaus road have 
(vv.20-21)? What did they know about the 
resurrection (vv.22-24)? Observe the series of 
questions Jesus put to them when he first talked 
with them (vv.15-19) ? What was the purpose of 
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the questions? Must a teacher know what the 
feelings and thoughts of His students are be- 
fore he can really teach them? Is good rapport 
important to good teaching? Following these 


_ questions, Jesus began to teach them directly 


(vv.25-27). How did they come to recognize 
the risen Christ (vv.30-31)? Is it more effective 
for a person to discover truth for himself than 
to simply tell it to him? The Holy Spirit similar- 
ly teaches us, using our experiences and opening 
to us the Scriptures. 


April 27, Colossians 1:15-23. Meditate seri- 


ously on each of the phrases in vwv.15-20 that 


describe Jesus Christ. What is said about His 


relationship to God? to creation? to the Church? 
to you? These are not simply abstract facts 
but actual realities of the Person who “made 
Himself of no reputation and was obedient unto 
death” (Phil. 2:8). While realizing that our 
hearts are hard, sinful and rebellious (v.21), 
we must remember that Christ died on the 
cross (v.22a) for the specific purpose of making 
us holy and egy (v.22b). Remember that 
Christ, being who He is (vv.15-20) can do in 
your life what you cannot do (v.22b). The 
cross is the evidence of His desire to change 
our lives if we will but stop trying to be good 
and look to Him to make us good. 


The Proposed General Assembly Budget 


Atlanta — The 1957 General Assembly will be 
asked to approve a record budget for Assembly 
benevolences, of $7,403,175.00, when it meets in 
Birmingham, April 25, and officially receives the 
report of the General Council. 


The Council, at its semi-annual meeting in At- 
lanta, March 5 - 6, approved the record 1958 bud- 
get. It would mark a 6.41 per cent increase, or 
$446,279.00 more than the 1957 budget called for. 

The addition came in part as a result of Presby- 
terians breaking their own record in benevolence 
giving in 1956, when members gave a total of 
$6,026,283 to General Assembly benevolences. This 
topped 6,000,000 for the first time in the Church’s 
history and represented a 14.2 per cent increase 
within the year. 


If approved by the General Assembly in April, 
more than half — $3,775,000 — of the 1958 budget 
will go to World Missions. Next largest amount 
$1,623,304 — goes to the Board of Church Exten- 
sion for work in the homeland, through its four 


divisions. A total of $613,000 is earmarked for | 


the Board of Christian Education. The Board of 
Annuities and Relief will receive $444,817. The 
eight General Fund Agencies, plus administrative 
expenses of this Fund, will get $933,459 The five 
Te apg Agencies are to receive a total of 


Included in the budget were funds for additional 
Board funds to develop the church-wide use of the 
Every Family Plan for the Presbyterian Survey, 
official magazine of the denomination. 


Dr. C. E. Mount, chairman of the Connie to 
Study Reorganization, recommended that the Di- 
vision of Christian Relations, now under the Board 
of Church Extension, be made a separate agency 
reporting directly to the General Assembly and 
that it be supported by all the other agencies of 
the Assembly. The report further recommended 
that the Council of Christian Relations become a 
permanent committee of the General Assembly. 
These recommendations will be presented to the 
1957 General Assembly for approval before they 
become effective. 


The special committee studying the possibility 
of establishment of a “Central Treasurer for As- 
sembly’s Causes” was reported on by chairman 
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Thomas A. Fry, Jr., and was in answer to a 
directive to the Council by the 1956 Assembly 
through an overture of Mid-Texas. The committee © 
recommended a negative answer to the overture 
calling for the organizational change. The com- 
mittee warns that the Assembly “should be reluc- 
tant to recommend any change in procedure when 
things are going so well unless it has overwhelming 
proof that such a change would increase dramati- 
cally the effectiveness, | efficiency and appeal of 
the benevolence causes.’ 


Council members accepted the Program Com- 
mittee’s recommendation that the 1960 emphasis 
for the Church’s program be on the theme ‘‘Under- 
standing the Bible.’”’ A change in the Church Cal- 
endar would move Church Extension Season from 
the fall to spring, beginning in 1959. The first year 
for the change places the Week of Prayer and 
Self-Denial for Church Extension from May 17 
to 24 and provides for Church Extension Season 
to be observed during the entire month of May. 


The Council accepted the Executive Committee’s 
recommendations which included promotion of Blu- 
ford B. Hestir, director of Publicity, to the status 
of Publicity Secretary of the General Council. 


Dr. J. Farra Van Meter, Lexington, Ky., physician 
and chairman of the Council, presided over the 
spring meeting. 


The fall session of the Council will be held in 
Miami, October 9 and 10, for the first Council 
— to be held outside of the environs of 

tianta. 


TEXAS 


Dallas — Highland Park Presbyterian Church 
has inaugurated a new mid-week program. The 
planners of the new program stress it is designed 
for all members of the Church, youth and adult, 
single persons and families. 


After much consideration and prayer a special 
mid-week program committee appointed by the 
session of the Highland Park Presbyterian Church 
presented a new mid-week service program to the 
session of the Church where the plan was unani- 
mously adopted without delay and on March 13th 
= — of the new series was conducted by the 
Yhurch. 
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According to the chairman of the Committee, 
Dr. L. H. Quinn, the Committee concerned itself 
primarily with planning a program for the mid- 


week service which would attract the Youth of the | 


Church as well as the adults. Heretofore, the 
regular mid-week service was attended by an 
average of 200 members and it had long been 
felt that this was entirely inadequate for the large 
membership of Highland Park. Because of the de- 
sire to attract the single person as well as the 
entire families, and the youth as well as the adult 
alike a program of necessity had to be varied in 
many ways. 


Program Begins With Buffet Supper 
One of the outstanding features of the new mid- 


week service is the feature of enabling the entire 


family to attend the mid-week service together 
and to have supper together at Church — some- 
thing never before realized in Highland Park. At 
6:00 p.m. promptly supper is served at a very nom- 
inal charge of $.75 for the adults, $.50 for those 
from six to twelve years old and for those under 
six, there is no charge. In order to assure an 
outstanding buffet supper each week a special 
chef has been obtained to prepare and direct the 
preparation of the dinner and the menu will be 
attractive and varied from week to week. 


A Brief “Capsule” Devotional 
Service Follows Dinner 


The carefully planned time schedule calls for 
the brief devotional service to begin promptly 
at 6:50 p.m. with the audience participating in 
very familiar hymns led by the Minister of Music 
of the Church. Each week there will be special 
music presented by the many choirs of the Church 
and this will be followed by a “‘capsule’”’ devotional 
by one of the Ministers of the Church, Dr. Wm. 
M. Elliott, Dr. Arthur V. Boand, or Dr. Edwin H. 
Mohns. This devotional portion of the evening’s 
program will be concluded at 7:15 p.m. promptly, 
and at this time all will retire to the respective 
groups and classes for the remainder of the eve- 
ning which concludes at 8:00 p.m. promptly. 


Unusual Classes and Groups Offered 


The Church’s Nursery and Kindergarten facilities 
are in full operation for this mid-week program 
and the mothers and fathers bring their children 
with full confidence that the children are in good 
hands, while they the parents are enjoying the 
mid-week programs. 


The children of Primary age have a full sched- 
ule of events planned including film strip, car- 
toons, Bible stories, records, as well as many other 
appealing programs in which they will take an 
active part themselves. 


The Junior, Pioneer and Senior Group of the 
Church will have equally attractive programs and 
these are announced from week to week as they 
develop. 


Unusual Feature is Study Hall for Those Who 
Want to Study 


Realizing that many children would have to stay 
away from this mid-week service because of neces- 
sity of school lessons, arrangements have been 
made to have as many supervised study halls as 
necessary to accommodate those who would like 
to come to church on that evening and still be 
able to prepare their lessons. The study halls are 
supervised by qualified persons who can actually 
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assist the youth with their lessons when requested 
to do so. 


Adults Have an Unusual Opportunity for Study 
and Meditation 


The greatest of care has been given in the 
selection of courses offered for the adult member- 
ship of the church and the following courses are 
being given at this time: 3 | 


“‘Growth in Marriage,” to be taught by Associate 
Minister, Dr. Arthur V. Boand. 


“Major Christian Beliefs,” taught by Edwin | 


Mohns. 


“The Christian and His America,” to be taught 
by Carlton Winn. 


“Those Silent Years Between the Old and New 
Testaments” will be a lecture given by Dr. Stuart 
Henry, an outstanding authority on the Bible and 
Professor of §.M.U. 


“Knowing your Church Better” will be taught 
by the Senior Minister of Highland Park Presby- 
terian Church, Dr. Wm. M. Elliott. 


“Preparation for Teaching” by Miss Louise Mc- 
Comb, director of Religious Education. : 


Finally, there is a high school accredited Bible 
course conducted at this mid-week program. 


782 Persons Attended the First Mid-Week Program 


The Committee’s fondest and most optimistic 
hopes were surpassed, when at the first mid-week 
program over 780 persons attended, and naturally, 
optimism is running very high among the entire 
membership because of this and it is apparent 
that the mid-week program will be an immediate 
success and definite plans are being made to 
continue this program indefinitely after a brief 
vacation during the summer months. The present 
series will run through June Ist. 


Out of the 780 persons who attended this first 
meeting there were approximately 200 Youth and 
Children and the remainder of over 580 attended 
the various courses offered by the program. One 
of the courses has over 225 persons enrolled and 
the remaining courses average about 60 persons 
per class. 


It is the sincere desire of Highland Park that 


other churches will take note of this successful 
program and will themselves consider the possibil- 
ity of planning such a program for their own 
membership and make of the mid-week service an 
opportunity for the entire family to attend church 
together as on Sunday. 


Due to the many problems involved when such 
a large number attends a supper meeting it is 
obvious that the church has to have a rigid reserva- 
tion program and this program is being developed 
as fast as possible. 


Plans for Billy Graham New 
York Crusade Surpass All 
Expectations on Eve of 
Opening Meeting 

NEW YORK CITY - Special - “One con- 
tinual answer to prayer” was the description 


applied to the preparation period for the Billy 
Graham New York Crusade as the May 15 be- 
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ginning date approached. Plans in every de- 
partment of the extensive undertaking have 
already surpassed preliminary estimates, giving 
positive demonstration, according to Crusade 
staff members, of God’s faithfulness in answer- 
ing the prayers of His people. 


Outstanding among the many answers to 
prayer was the fact that by the middle of 
March more than fifteen hundred ministers 
had already evidenced their desire to be en- 
listed as one of the “cooperating” churches in 
the greater New York area. 


Significant was the enrollment in the nine 
week counsellor training program. With only 
the 1954 London Crusade as a criterion for a 
comparison, Graham team members pointed out 
that the initial enrollment in the Counsellor 
Training classes in London totalled 1,700 with 
the peak enrollment throughout the training 
period reaching 2,300. In New York the open- 
ing enrollment totaled 3,200 with the peak en- 
rollment of 4,500 reached at the end of the 
second week. Thus the New York Crusade 
counsellor training program has been not only 
the largest in the Graham team’s experience, 
but also the most extensive. Eleven weekly 


classes have been held in ten areas making up — 


Metropolitan New York City. A staff of three 
instructors headed by Lorne Sanny, president 
of the Navigators, Charles Riggs, long time 
director of counselling for the Graham team 
and Don Rosenberger, director of the Christian 
Yauth Crusade in Washington, D. C., and for- 
merly a Graham team member, conducted classes 
in strategic centers throughout the Metropolitan 


and suburban areas. 


Reflecting the interest demonstrated by the 
counsellor training program was the immediate 
response to the city-wide cottage prayer meet- 
ing phase of the overall Crusade Prayer Pro- 
gram. Using the facilities of New York’s radio 
station WABC, flagship station of the American 
Broadcasting Company network, the time from 
12:15 to 12:30 noon each day,Monday through 
Friday, was utilized for the Prayer Time Pro- 
gram. The strategic time of mid-noon hour 
resulted in the adoption of the slogan “Noon- 
time is prayer time for the New York Crusade.” 
Literally thousands of homes and apartments 
throughout the Metropolitan area, in addition 
to Business offices and factories, joined in the 
city-wide prayer program. 


Amplifying the local prayer efforts was the 
nation-wide program and the world-wide pro- 
gram, all Gaine the guidance of Willis G. Hay- 
maker of the Graham team. 


The call for recruits for ushers and choir 
members met with a similar response with two 
complete choirs being recruited, one to sing 
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays and the 
other to sing on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sat- 
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urdays, with a joint choir singing on Sundays. 
An average attendance of 1,500 voices per night 
is expected to fill the west end of the vast Madi- 
son Square Garden Arena. Approximately 600 
trained ushers will be required to staff the tiers 
of seats in the vast 19,000 seat arena and more 
than 2,000 churchmen have been recruited for 
this task. 


Auxiliary programs to augment the Madison 
Square Garden meetings are already under way 
including the program for young people and 
the program for college and university students 
under the direction of Paul Little, former Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship staff member, and 
now a member of the Graham staff. An en- 
larged staff of associate evangelists will join with 
Evangelist Graham in meeting the need for 
scores of daily auxiliary meetings including 
Grady Wilson and Leighton Ford of the Graham 
team, the Rev. Joseph Blinco and the Rev. 
Stephen Olford of London, England, Dr. Paul 
S. Rees of the First Covenant Church, Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota, and Howard Butt, layman 
evangelist from Corpus Christi, Texas. Special 
Be to head a program of pastors’ work- 
shops will include Dr. L. David Cowie of the 
University Presbyterian Church of Seattle, Wash- 
ington, Dr. Robert Boyd Munger of First Pres- 
byterian Church, Berkeley, California, the Rev. 
John Stott of All Souls’ Church, Langham Place, 
London, England, and the Rev. Tom Allan, 
organizer of the “Tell Scotland” movement in 
Glasgow, Scotland. 


Extensive use of radio and television will fea- 
ture the New York Crusade to a degree that 
the Graham team has never known previously. 
Plans call for a night-time telecast over a New 
York City station to begin with the start of the 
Crusade meetings and arrangements are also 
under way for a nation-wide telecast direct from 
Madison Square Garden over one of the major 
television networks. 


Group reservations from churches throughout 
the area, as well as from distant cities, have 
reached a new high in the New York plans. 
Chartered trains, planes and buses have slendy 
been arranged from such distant points as Okla- 
homa City; Houston, Texas; Nashville, Tennes- 
see; Richmond, Virginia; Louisville, Kentucky; 
Detroit, Michigan, and Toronto, Canada. An 
extensive staff is required to handle requests 
for group reservations which continue to pour 
into the Crusade headquarters. 


Immediate plans for the Crusade call for 
meetings to continue only from May 15 to June 
30, but the availability of Madison Square Gar- 
den during July and August have made the 
continuation of the Crusade a prime subject 
of earnest prayer on the part of the hundreds 
of thousands of prayer partners across America 
and around the world. 
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Facing the challenge of New York City has 
forced Mr. Graham and his staff to come to 
the world’s greatest metropolis “literally, on 
our knees.” Billy Graham has often asked for 
New York to become “the most prayed for spot 
on the face of the earth.” 


(It is the hope of this Journal that our read- 
ers will make this Crusade an object of earnest 
daily prayer.) 


Series on Personal Witnessing 


To Be Broadcast 


Lorne C. Sanny, president of The Navigators, 
will be guest speaker each Friday from April 
through June on the worldwide Back to the Bible 
Broadcast. His series of thirteen messages will 
deal with the subject, “Individual Witnessing.” 


In response to the widespread demand for prac- 


tical know-how in person-to-person witnessing for - 


Christ, Theodore H. Epp, director of Back to the 
Bible Broadcast, requested Sanny to give the series. 


The 36-year-old Christian leader brings to the 
radio audience a wealth of practical experience in 
the field of personal evangelism, having worked 
for fifteen years alongside his predecessor Dawson 
Trotman in the ministry of The Navigators. Since 
1951 Sanny has trained personal counselors and 
directed follow-up for every major Billy Graham 
Crusade. Assisted by Charles Riggs, now New York 
Crusade Director, he trained 8800 church people 
as personal counselors for the 1954-55 London and 
Glasgow crusades, and an additional 40,000 
throughout Great Britain by means of tape-record- 
ed counselor classes. 


Titles of some of the broadcast messages will be, 
“You Can Witness Effectively,’”’ ““‘How To Lay the 
Groundwork,” “The Power for Witnessing,’ and 
“Telling the Story.” 


An outline of the contents of the thirteen mes- 
sages is available to individual listeners from Back 
to the Bible Broadcast. The outline includes per- 
sonal study suggestions for those who wish to 
follow the series as a course. 


Local newspapers will carry time and station for 
release of the Friday broadcasts. 


Brigadier General Troup Miller, 
Christian Soldier - Christian Layman 


With feelings of deepest regret, the Session of 
North Avenue Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, 
Ga., must record the passing of one of its most 
distinguished and useful Elders, who died on Janu- 
ary 26th, 1957. 


General Miller graduated from West Point in 


1902. His first assignment was with the Seventh > 


Cavalry at Chicamauga, Ga. He was a General 
Staff Officer during World War I, and was award- 
ed the Distinguished Service Medal. 


He became a member of North Avenue Presby- 
terian Church on December 2nd, 1945 by letter 
from the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church of New 
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York City, and was elected an Elder on December 
7th, 1947. He immediately became interested in 
the’ Evangelistic Program of the Church and he 
organized, and was the first Chairman of the Evan- 
gelistic Visitation Committee, and was instrumental 
in bringing many into the Church on Profession of 
Faith in Christ, by Reaffirmation, and by transfer 
of dormant Church Letters. 


THEREFORE, be it resolved: 


That we thank God for the life of our friend 
and brother filled with good works, for his influ- 
ence on the congregation, for his wise counsel, and 
for the abundant service to the Church during 
= nearly ten years he served as a member of the 

ssion. 


Deeply impressed with the loss we have sus- 
tained as a Session, as a Church, and as individuals, 
we reaffirm our abiding faith in the wisdom and 
goodness of God, who doeth all things well. We 
give thanks to Almighty God for the example and 
inspiration of his life, and pray that we may serve 
rs Master with the same zeal, loyalty and faith- 

ulness. 


That we inscribe upon the permanent records of 
the Church this tribute to his memory so that future 
generations may know and appreciate his splendid 
Christian character, and the respect and esteem 
with which he was held by all who knew him. 


That a copy of this Memorial be sent to his 
family, and may the God of All Grace console them 
in their sorrow. 


“Now the laborer’s task is o’er, 
Now the battle day is past; 
Now upon the farther shore 
Lands the voyager at last. 
Father, in thy gracious keeping 
Leave we now thy servant sleeping.”’ 


(sig.) Sam M. Carson 
James M. Reeves 
Session’s Committee 


Atlanta, Ga. 
February 15.1957 


‘Houston — Dr. and Mrs. James R. Bullock were 
recently honored by a service of sacred music con- 
by the chancel choir of Second 

urc 


Dr. Bullock has accepted a call to the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Jackson, Tenn., and has now 
former pastorate at Houston’s Second 

urch. 


(Continued from Page 8) 


not risen from the dead to bring His light and 
His life into our hearts, then we should have 
had no light at all. 


The light of God through the risen Christ 
comes to us not merely for our own selfish 
enjoyment, but that we might let it shine into 
the lives of others. The highest reason for shar- 
ing our God-given light with others is that we 
all might glorify the heavenly Father who is 
the Father of lights. “Man’s chief end is to 
glorify God, and to enjoy Him forever.” We 
both glorify and enjoy Him as we let the light 
of the risen Christ shine through us. This is 
yet another way in which the resurrection is 
important to us today. 
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